THE PEOPLE CONTROLLER COURT OF HANOI

Docket number: 238

April 24, 2007

INDICTMENT OF NGUYEN VAN DAI AND LE THI CONG NHAN

Crime: Propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam (SRV)

During urgent investigative searches on Februray 3-4 and March 6 of 2007 at the residences of lawyers Le Thi Cong Nhan (LTCN) and Nguyen Van Dai (NVD) and their Thien An legal office by the Hanoi Police, significant items were confiscated, including NVD’s 121 documentary titles, 2 hard hard disks, 5 CPU’s and a laptop, 1 Webcam, 1 Modem for Internet direct access, and LTCN’s 25 documentary titles and 1 CPU. All documents were in the forms of typed, handwritten, and computer-saved copies

 Through analyses, the above-mentioned materials taken from NVD and LTCN carried anti-SRV contents, some of them showed a fierce dissent such as the 475 hand-written pages entitled Quoc-Quoc (BL 1058), the “VCP (Vietnamese Communist Party) is an ill fate curse that has enveloped the Vietnamese people like a dark ominous sky” copy of 4 pages under the title The Peace Group (BL 555), the “secrets of the new Prime Minister” (BL 559), the “diaries of victims of injustice” (BL 762). In addition, the investigative agency also confiscated documents from political opportunists and opponents written in Vietnam, that have been distributed surreptitiously against the state’s prohibition, including “Democracy and Human Rights in Vietnam" and “Eternal Aspiration” by Nguyen Thanh Giang (BL 1059), a person who was apprehended for anti-SRV propaganda in 1999. Among confiscated materials were dozens of titles and printed copies produced by overseas Vietnamese, exiled reactionaries and dissident groups in the country, that were distributed illegally, such as the “Freedom of Speech” a bi-monthly magazine (BL 998); the “Fatherland” review; the “Freedom and Democracy” special edition (BL 680); the “Proclamation on Freedom and Democracy for Vietnam" (BL 1020) of the 4806 Bloc; the “Slandering is a communist profession” (BL 562), an interview of Duong Thu Huong by the Viet Tide magazine; and the 4806 Bloc’s call for a boycott campaign against the National Assembly election in 2007.

The documents cited above carried fabrication and misinterpretation of the revolution’s history and the Party’s and state’s policies and laws; criticize and malign President HCM and other high ranking leaders of the Party and state; and calls for change of the Party-led SRV regime and for a boycott of the 12th National Assembly election…

At the investigative agency, students of the Ha Nam I Radio and TV Broadcast College such as Đồng Thị Giang, Giáp Văn Hiếu, Nguyễn Bá Trực, Khổng Văn Thành, and Nguyễn Thị Ngoạn all denounced NVD and LTCN for propaganda activities and for urging them to oppose the SRV (BL 217 through 331).

Through their investigation, investigators ascertained that Phạm Văn Troi and 4 employees of the Thien An legal office named Phạm Sỹ Nguyên, Nguyễn Xuân Đệ, Trần Thanh and Nguyễn Thị Hương Lan had been incited by NVD and LTCN to join their anti-state propaganda, misinterpreting the national situation,(BL 320 – 441) The investigative files also affirm: Beginning in December 2006 ,Nguyen van Dai has organized a series of workshops to propagate against the state, spread disinformation aginst the state, defame and criticize President HCM, give aid and support to such illegal organizations run by dissidents as “Democratic Party 21st Century”, “Progressive Party”, and “4806 Bloc”. Participant students were also given materials and money, and promises of scholarships in foreign schools and jobs…

Aside from collecting and hoarding materials that distort the people history, slander the Party led socialist regime, NVD and LTCN, moreover, had misinterpreted the state’s policies regarding labor unions and workers in Vietnam, responded to many interviews by foreign radio stations and press, and produced as well as distributed documents that provoke and agitate opposition against the SRV.
Based on the investigation, from 2006 to the present (especially after his trip to the US to get in touch with individual dissidents and organizations) NVD had used the Thien An legal office to communicate through the Internet with such individuals and organizations as Vu Quoc Dung, a member of the “International Human Rights Network” in Germany in charge of Asia section; and Nguyen Dinh Thang, leader of the “Vietnamese Boat People SOS” organization in America.

NVD’s activities and those of his Thien An legal office members were reported by himself to overseas destinations, in return for their directives. In 

In July 2007, NVD went to Hue to see Nguyễn Văn Ly and to Saigon to contact Do Nam Hai and other dissidents to unify for their anti-SRV activities. He also provided money to Sy Nguyen, Nguyễn Xuân De and Trần Thanh, and assigned them to collect local information in the South, the Central highland as well as in mountainous provinces in the North for him to give to Vu Quoc Dung and Nguyễn Dinh Thang for anti-SRV propaganda. In addition, Nguyen van Dai got in touch with anti-SVR organizations, the so-called “21st Century Democratic Party” led by Hoang Minh Chinh, “4806 Bloc”, and the “Progresive Party” of Nguyễn Văn Ly and Do Nam Hai.

Similarly, in early 2006, Le thi Cong Nhan made herself a supporter of the “Proclamation on Freedom and Democracy for Vietnam”, and in July 2007, officially joined the “4806 Bloc” and the “Progressive Party of Vietnam” of Nguyễn Văn Ly. As the spokeswoman of this party, LTCN made announcements on such issues as proclamations, decisions, petitions to  solicit and propagate internal and foreign support in defaming the people’s government.

During interrogations, NVD and LTCN showed their lack of sincerity by abusing the “democracy and human rights’ causes as a mask to cover their criminal acts. Nevertheless, collected evidence and statements by witnesses and involved individuals were sufficient basis for their indictment.

As for Phạm Văn Troi, Sỹ Nguyên, Nguyễn Xuân Đệ, Trần Thanh, and Nguyễn Thị Hương Lan, their participation and activities were deemed to have been initiated and encouraged by by NVD and LTCN. They showed themselves to have limited understanding of socialism; therefore, after being discovered, explained and afforded the legal protection of the lawful entity, they recognized their wrongdoing and were exempt from trial in the criminal court.

Likewise, Đong Thị Giang, Giáp Văn Hiếu, Nguyễn Bá Trực, Khổng Văn Thành and Nguyễn Thị Ngoan were similarly induced by NVD and LTCN, and when discovered, had shown their sincerity in reporting the anti-SRV propaganda to the authorities. As a favor, their case was dropped.

Therefore, to conclude:

NVD and LTCN, taking advantage of their legal profession, their Thien An legal office located at No. 10 Doan Tran Nghiep Street for defamatory propaganda against the people’s government, have produced, stored, and distributed many misleading documents against the SRV, through the following process:
Curriculum vitae of NVD:

Personal information:

…………….

Profession: Lawyer, member of the Lawyers’ Group of Hanoi, whose name was removed from the Hanoi Lawyers’ list as a result of his license being revoked on 3-12-2007

Curriculum vitae of  LTCN:

Personal information:

…………….

Profession: similar to NVD’s. Forced in 2005 to discontinue her membership with the Hanoi Lawyers’ Group, she joined with NCD’s Thien An legal office. Her license was revoked on 3-12-2007 and her name deleted from the Group’s list.

Both NVD and LTCN’s activities mentioned above constituted the crime of “anti-SRV propaganda” the punishment for which is mentioned in paragraphs a and c of section 1, article 88 of the Penal Code.

Considering the crime intentionally committed by NVD and LTCN for “anti-SRV propaganda”, they should be severely punished according to currently applicable criminal laws.

Therefore:

DECISION:

To bring defendants NVD and LTCN to trial at the Hanoi City People’s Court for their “anti-SRV propaganda” based on paragraphs a and c of section 1, article 88 of the Penal Code.

Accompanied with this indictment is a list of confiscated proofs and evidence, together with the complete case of 1323 written copies numbered from 01 to 1312.

For: The Chief Directorate

Deputy Directorate: Vu Thị Duc

